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NOTES AND COMMENTS

A Correction.-The study on the "Coronado-Bocanegra
Family Alliance" in our last issue brought a very interesting
letter from Mr. G. R. G. Conway of Mexico City, an esteemed
member of our Society of long standing. He calls our attention to the fact that the second Marques del Valle was the
oldest legitimate son of Hernando
Cortes and not by one
of
.
\
Moctezuma's daughters (vol. XVI, p. 419). This is shown
beyond question by the last will of Cortes, which Mr. Conway edited in such a fine way in 1939 (vol. XV, p. 341).
At the same time, Mr. Conway sent a beautiful facsimile of a document which he found in Tlaxcala about ten
years ago, a "Titulo de adelantado perpetuo del Reyno de
la Nueva Galicia," granted to Don Francisco Pacheco de
Cordoba y Bocanegra and dated at Valladolid on March 6,
1610. This is most interesting, because of course it supplements the 1605 petition which ·was used in the above study
(vol. XVI, p. 424) and it begins with a laudatory recital of
the merits and services of Don Francisco Vazquez de Coronado (the petitioner's m~ternal grandfather) who had been
governor and captain general of Nueva Galicia from 1539
until his death (sic) and who had been chosen by the viceroy to lead the discovery and conquest of "the new land of
Acusc;ibola and other provinces." A notation at the end of
this "Title" shows that this Coronado-Bocanegra scion had
already been granted the habit in the Military Order of
San:tiago which was the third item in his petition and which
in itself was a notable distinction.
Corroboration.-An interesting sidelight on the above•
"title" comes from an unpublished history which was found
in 1929 in the Vatican Library by Dr. Charles Upson Clark
while working in Rome under the auspices of the Smithsonian Institution. This was the Compendio y descripci6n de las
Indias occidentales of the Spanish Carmelite Fray Antonio
Vazquez de Espinosa ("Leon Pinelo") which, at the time of ·
94
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Espinosa's death in 1630, was partly in type. Unfinished, it
has now been translated and edited for the Smithsonian by
Dr. Clark.
While we were in Spain in the spring of 1939, Dr. Clark
very kindly sent us from Paris certain excerpts of interest to
our Southwest. It appears that, when Espinosa was in
Mexico City in 1620 gathering data for his history, tradition
had it that "New Galicia" owed its name to our Francisco
Vazquez de Coronado (while serving there as governor)
because his progenitors had founded their house in the kingdom of Galicia in Old Spain. Whether or not this is historically correct, Espinosa added that "his descendants, the .
marquises of Villamayor, are adelantados mayores of it [the
k!,?dom of New Galicia]." This was in 1620, ten years after
the date of Mr. Conway's document .

•

•
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Annual Meeting, November 25, 1941.-The annual meeting
of the Historical Society was held jointly with the Archaeological Society, in the Women's Board Room of the Art
Museum, November 25th, 1941. The president, Paul A. F.
Walter, presided. Dr. Frank Hibben gave an extremely interesting talk on his work in tracing evidence of early man
in -Alaska with the hope of connecting this evidence with
similar evidence in the Southwest. About 100 people were
present.
,
meeting before the main meeting
. At an executive council
.
all the new applicants for membership were approved and
the annual report (see below) prepared by the recording
secretary was received. The committee also approved the
'
.
.
report of Wayne Mauzy, actmg treasurer, on the financial
status of the society, and the ordering of certain supplies for
the Historical Records Survey; also they nominated to the
body of fellows Dr. Marion Dargan and Dr. Frank Reeve;
both of whom are carrying on extensive historical research
at the University of New Mexico ..
After the society had approved the amendment of the
constitution regarding officers, the nominating committee
'

'
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consisting of Mr. Rupert F. Asplund, Mrs. Gerald Cassidy
and Mrs. H. S. F. Alexander, made its report. There being
no other nominations, the following were unanimously
elected: president, Mr. Paul A. F. Walter; vice-president,
Mr. Pearce C. Rodey of Albuquerque; corresponding secretary, Mr. Lansing B. Bloom; treasurer, Mr. Wayne L.
Mauzy; recording secretary, Miss Hester Jones.

Ann'u,al Report of the Society.~The question of the collecting and organization of archives has been given considerable
attention during the past year. The establishment of the
depository of the Society at Albuquerque and the collecting
of documents from county and state offices by the Historical
Records Survey Project opened a new and important phase
of work and responsibility. The project first supervised by
Dr. George P. Hammond, then by Dr. Herbert Brayer,. and
now by Mr. Robert Massey, is located in the University
·library and is doing most important work. The photographing of the Spanish and Mexican Archives has been completed and the photostat set is now in bound form to be used .
'
for reference in Albuquerque, instead of placing further
, strain on the fragile original archives housed in the vault
of the Old Palace. Many ,other records have been collected
and catalogued for reference. These include records from
the state capitol; from county offices, including material
that had been thrown out when the Santa Fe County Court
House moved to its new building; and private collections.
The Blackmore papers secured in London in 1932 by Mrs.
Robert Aitkin have been catalogued and augmented by Dr.
Herbert· Brayer.
Dr. Brayer also recommended to the Society a project
'
for the microfilming of old newspapers, and that is now in
progress.
At the August meeting of the Society, Secretary Lansing B. Bloom showed four Latin-American movies secured
through Miss Irene A. Wright of the Division of Cultural
Relations, Department of State, Washington.
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The recording secretary has been assigned more completely the handling of public information and the museum
front office has been given over to this service. The business
of the Society has been assigned to the Museum business
office, and the curatorial.work to the archaeology curator,
while bulletins, leaflets, and publicity come under the new
activities of the secretary. This still further assures close
relations of our Society with the Museum and the School of
American Research.
Assistance was given to the sociology class of the Denver University summer school and to other special study
groups. School classes were escorted through the museum,
including the Fort Wingate Indian School and classes of the
Santa Fe Indian School. '
Exhibit loans have been made to our State University for
the ·coronado Museum,
and to the Philbrook Art Museum,
.
Tulsa, Oklahoma. Material was loaned to the Daughters of
the American Revolution for their play, also for their float
in the Defense Day parade; to the Santa Fe stores for window displays during the premier of the Santa Fe Trail ; and
to museum staff members for lectures.
The original state flag (which belongs to the Society),
designed by Mr. Kenneth M. Chapman and Dr. Harry Mera
and made by Mrs. Mera, is being copied for a decoration for
the battleship, New Mexico, by an arrangement made by
Dr. Robert 0. Brown as requested by his brother in the navy,
Captain Walter E. Brown, who was placed in command of
the ship at Iceland recently. 'fhe New Mexico dates back to
the earlier world war and is a 40,000 ton ·ship. The flag design and· sun symbol will be used on the bulk-head of the
captain's cabin and possibly on the ship's nine or ten small
motor boats.
The Palace of the Governors was used for the broadcasting of Bob Ripley's "Believe It or Not" program which
featured Lew Wallace and the writing of part of .Ben Hur
in this building.

'

'
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Requests by mail for historical information are increas- .
ing more and more.
The state tourist bureau has taken a set of photographs
of the museum exhibits. The Colorado Fine Arts Center
made photographs of much of our Spanish Colonial Arts
material. The Santa Fe County Home Demonstration department made colored slides of colchas and Spanish designs
with the purpose of encouraging the use of native designs in
local homes.
Dr. Reginald Fisher has supervised recent installations
of the eastern rooms. A pulpit patterned after that of the
Las Trampas church has been added to the southeastern
room where Spanish Colonial religious art is displayed to
represent a typical old time New Mexico chapel. The northeastern room is being developed according to a plan of Dr.
Edgar L. Hewett, as a mission room. The Carlos Vierra
paintings of early New Mexico missions have been hung
here. Six models of the missions are being prepared.
Some of the more special accessions were: a por.ll;_ait of
·Governor Manuel Armijo, given by Mrs. Stephen E .. Davis of
Las Vegas; two black dresses worn in Trail days, given by
Mrs. Henry Dendhal. One of these, made in Paris of black
velvet and lace, was worn in Santa Fe by Mrs. Abraham
Staab. A gift from F. D. Millet of the Waring School in
Santa Fe is a carved wooden co~t of arms and notice take~
from the entrance hall of the Governor's Palace at Manila by
Brigadier General Francis V. Greene and given to Mr~
Millet's grandfather who was a newspaper correspondent
in the Philippines. There were a number of purchases of
early weavings and carvings.
The local chapter of the Daughters of the American
Revolution has added to its loan of old china which belonged
to Governor Thornton's wife, smaller collections of unusual
pieces from F. S. Donnell, Mrs. Frank M. Needham, and
Mrs. Gerald Cassidy.

-
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The following memberships were added during 1941:

'

....

l

The Philosophical Society of Texas
The Public Library of San Francisco
H. W. Prather, Santa Rosa, N. M.
B. Westermark Co., New.York
J. L. Burke, Jr., Jal, N. M.
Department of Library and Archives, Phoenix
Dr. Peter M. Dunne, University of San Francisco
Mr. Henri Folmer, Chicago
Miss Mabel Adelaide Farnum, .Brighton, Mass.
Floyd New Mexico High School
G. E. Fullerton, Glendale, California
John J. Gaffrey, Philadelphia
J. L. Hand, Watrous
Irving McNeil, Jr., El Paso
University of Notre Dame
Panhandle Plains Historical Society
John M. Slater, Washington, D. C.

The estimated number of visitors for the fiscal year
ending June 1941 was 70,000, there having been an increase
each month over 1940.-H. J.

Cherokee Strip celebration.-Last summer our Society received a very urgent invitation from Ponca City, Oklahoma,
to participate in their anniversary observance of the opening of the Cherokee Strip, for the reason that "New Mexico
furnished many of the original settlers who made the run
into the Cherokee Strip on September 16, 1893." We were
informed that the principal event would be the rededicating
of the "Pioneer Woman" statue which had been donated
to Oklahoma by their former governor E. W. Marland and
which stands in that city.
That statue, by the way, is not the same as the one
which now stands in the park on North Fourth Street, Albuquerque. There were twelve studies submitted by eminent
sculptors, and the remaining eleven are today along the avenue leading into the Marland estate. Replicas of one or more
of them were presented to neighboring states, and some of
our readers doubtless recall the furore stirred up by an artist
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faction in Santa Fe at the proposal to locate it in that city!
None of our officers could accept the cordial invitation
to attend the celebration, but at our request one of our esteemed members, Dr. Grant Foreman of Muskogee, Okla.,
did attend with Mrs. Foreman and later he wrote that the
whole affair was most enjoyable. In the exercises at the
statue, each visiting representative deposited a beautiful
wreath, and Dr. Foreman expressed our felicitations:
.

New Mexico, younger in statehood than Oklahoma,
is, at the same time, that ancient ''Land of Cibola"
into which the first pioneer women came with Coronado in 1540. With hearty greetings of the Historical Society of New Mexico, I lay here a symbol
of that homage which we all feel for the brave
women who are typified by this monument.
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